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REQUEST  

We would like to know the rise in catalytic converter theft in your force area 
and the makes and models of vehicles targeted. In particular we request the 
following under the Freedom of Information Act 2000:  

1. The number of catalytic converter thefts reported in calendar years 2016, 
2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020. 

Number of Catalytic Converter thefts in West Midlands Police 

Year Total 

2016 145 

2017 93 

2018 120 

2019 524 

2020 1626 

Grand Total 2508 

2. For each of the calendar years for which this data is available, the 
manufacturer of the cars targeted in each offence. 

The number of Catalytic Converter thefts by Manufacturer of vehicles in West 
Midlands Police 

  Year   

Manufacturer 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Total 

AUDI         5 5 

BMW         14 14 

CITROEN 5 3 2 1 1 12 

FIAT 2   5 1 1 9 

FORD 10 5 2 8 19 44 

HONDA 9 8 16 59 475 567 

HYUNDAI 3 2   1 3 9 

ISUZU   1       1 

IVECO 2 3 2 4 1 12 

JEEP   1     2 3 

KIA 3 1 2 5 5 16 

LAND ROVER 4   1 2 2 9 

LEXUS       13 47 60 

MAN         3 3 

MAZDA 1       18 19 

MERCEDES 9 8 24 41 17 99 

MERCEDES BENZ   1   4 4 9 

MG         3 3 

MITSUBISHI 3 4 4 2 6 19 

NISSAN   2   2 2 6 

PEUGEOT 5 5 3 2 1 16 

RANGE ROVER     1     1 
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RENAULT 2 4   12 14 32 

ROVER         2 2 

SAAB         1 1 

SEAT 10 1   1   12 

SKODA     1   1 2 

SSANGYONG       1   1 

SUBARU         1 1 

SUZUKI   1     3 4 

TOYOTA 2 5 6 150 326 489 

VAUXHALL 4 3   10 11 28 

VOLKSWAGEN 8 4 4 14 23 53 

VOLVO       1 11 12 

Grand Total 145 93 120 524 1626 2508 

3. For each of the calendar years for which this data is available, the specific 
model of the cars targeted in each offence. 

Please see attached excel spreadsheet, the model is not always input as this is not a 
mandatory field and can be populated with information such as colour, and therefore 
we have provided what information is recorded in this field. Some information will 
appear blank. This is where no information has been inputted again as this field is not 
mandatory within our systems. 

4. For each of the above calendar years, the number of arrests for theft (or 
suspicion of theft) or for handling stolen vehicle catalytic converters. 

 

Number of Arrests based on searches for Theft, attempt theft, theft from other 
vehicle, and Interfere with a vehicle and handling stolen goods involving catalytic 

converters. 
2016-2020 

Offence and Outcomes Year   

  2016 2019 2020 Total 

INTERFERE WITH VEHICLE   1 1 2 

Charge/summons   1 1 2 

THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE 2     2 

Charge/summons 2     2 

Grand Total 2 1 1 4 

 
 

 
 

 


