
West Midlands Police Freedom of Information

1: The total number of cyberstalking incidents recorded per calendar year for 2022. For clarification, if you can use the ‘online’ tag and these offences:

Stalking

Harassment

Malicious communications

Controlling and coercive behaviour

2022 No. of Crimes

Jan 1,837

Feb 2,041

Mar 1,948

Apr 1,639

May 1,788

Jun 1,647

Jul 1,533

Aug 1,470

Sep 1,555

Oct 1,505

Nov 1,461

Dec 1,469

Grand Total 19,893

2: Where possible, provide detail on each recorded incident (e.g harassment, stalking, stalking involving serious alarm/distress). For clarification, if you can give detail on offence type e.g. harassment. Please provide monthly breakdown as per Q1

Offence Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 
CONTROLLING OR COERCIVE BEHAVIOUR 20 33 30 30 29 41 27 34 27 29 20 24 344
Engage in controlling/coercive behaviour in an intimate / family relationship. 20 33 30 30 29 41 27 34 27 29 20 24 344
HARASSMENT 588 679 601 504 537 522 480 478 468 476 454 442 6,229

Attempted - Harassment - Breach of a restraining order 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Attempted - Harassment - Putting people in fear of violence 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Harassment 448 521 420 370 372 358 342 375 328 348 326 317 4,525

Harassment - Breach of a restraining order 17 7 11 19 21 15 21 2 13 10 15 17 168

Harassment - Breach of conditions of injunction against harassment 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 4

Harassment - Putting people in fear of violence 121 148 167 114 141 148 114 101 126 116 113 106 1,515
Harassment etc. of a person in his home 1 2 3 1 2 0 3 0 1 1 0 1 15
MALICIOUS COMMUNICATIONS 995 1059 1045 873 943 852 829 781 846 801 803 791 10,618

Attempted - Disclose or threats to disclose private sexual photographs/film with intent to cause distress
0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3

Attempted - Sending letters etc with intent to cause distress or anxiety 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 3

Disclose or threats to disclose private sexual photographs/film with intent to cause distress 51 71 58 52 51 73 64 53 62 43 58 56 692
Sending letters etc with intent to cause distress or anxiety 944 988 987 821 890 779 764 727 784 758 745 733 9,920
STALKING 234 270 272 232 279 232 197 177 214 199 184 212 2,702

Attempted - Harassment - Stalking involving serious alarm/distress 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Harassment - Pursue course of conduct in breach of Sec 1 (1) which amounts to stalking 187 193 197 152 202 166 127 122 154 132 146 171 1,949

Harassment - Stalking involving fear of violence 19 21 23 22 25 24 29 19 27 27 22 20 278
Harassment - Stalking involving serious alarm/distress 28 56 51 58 52 42 41 36 33 40 16 21 474
Grand Total 1837 2041 1948 1639 1788 1647 1533 1470 1555 1505 1461 1469 19,893

3: The number of cyberstalking incidents in which the perpetrator(s) is identified for 2022 data. Please provide monthly breakdown as per Q1

Role Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Grand Total

SUSPECT 921 1,013 837 643 734 647 610 601 690 640 610 629 8,575

SUSPECT (ELIMINATED) 21 15 17 23 53 61 47 25 27 16 24 11 340

SUSPECT (INSUFFICIENT TO PROCEED) 6 13 6 4 1 3 2 0 0 0 4 0 39

SUSPECT (INTERVIEWED) 156 162 141 133 157 132 155 138 130 112 107 84 1,607

SUSPECT (NO ACTION) EVIDENTIAL DIFF. 171 206 330 357 398 376 334 395 341 325 322 320 3,875

SUSPECT (NO ACTION) TIME LIMIT EXPIRED 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

SUSPECT (NOT INTERVIEWED) 48 48 25 24 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 147

SUSPECT (PROSECUTION PREVENTED) 3 1 8 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 14

Grand Total 1,326 1,459 1,365 1,184 1,346 1,220 1,148 1,159 1,188 1,093 1,067 1,044 14,599

4: The number of individuals that have reported cyberstalking offences to your police force for 2022 data. Please provide monthly breakdown as per Q1

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Grand Total

VICTIM 1,853 2,038 1,933 1,645 1,772 1,626 1,530 1,505 1,552 1,545 1,455 1,463 19,917

5: Please provide details relating to the outcome of the perpetrator referenced in Q3 (e.g charge, caution, fixed penalty, resolution). This information should be broken down monthly for 2022 data.

Outcome Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Grand Total

SUSPECT 921 1,013 837 643 734 647 610 601 690 640 610 629 8,575

- 7 10 7 11 6 16 18 40 48 109 107 283 662

Caution – Adult (Inc Conditional Caution) 0 0 1 0 2 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 8

Charge or Summons 0 1 2 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 7

Communtiy Resolution 3 8 1 3 2 1 2 0 0 1 0 0 21

Evidential Difficulties - Victim Based - Named suspect not identified 11 28 60 41 36 19 21 36 22 15 11 13 313

Further action will be taken by another body 1 6 8 2 2 3 4 2 8 4 7 1 48

Investigation Complete: No suspect identified 32 32 38 21 20 23 34 13 25 24 23 11 296

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(no victim support) 574 611 475 355 424 364 331 329 327 292 250 191 4,523

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(victim support) 293 317 245 207 242 220 199 181 257 194 211 130 2,696

The Offender has Died (all offences) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

SUSPECT (ELIMINATED) 21 15 17 23 53 61 47 25 27 16 24 11 340

- 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 0 2 1 0 0 7

Caution – Adult (Inc Conditional Caution) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

Communtiy Resolution 2 1 1 2 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 12

Evidential Difficulties - Victim Based - Named suspect not identified 0 1 1 1 3 6 1 0 0 0 1 0 14

Further action will be taken by another body 1 0 0 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 7

Investigation Complete: No suspect identified 3 0 2 1 5 16 15 11 4 10 12 7 86

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(no victim support) 6 8 6 12 21 25 15 6 19 1 4 2 125

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(victim support) 9 5 7 5 19 9 13 8 2 4 5 2 88

SUSPECT (INSUFFICIENT TO PROCEED) 6 13 6 4 1 3 2 0 0 0 4 0 39

- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

Evidential Difficulties - Victim Based - Named suspect not identified 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

Investigation Complete: No suspect identified 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 6

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(no victim support) 3 11 2 3 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 23

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(victim support) 2 1 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 7

The Offender has Died (all offences) 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

SUSPECT (INTERVIEWED) 156 162 141 133 157 132 155 138 130 112 107 84 1,607

- 8 8 8 17 12 13 19 18 35 29 28 41 236

Caution – Adult (Inc Conditional Caution) 11 7 8 6 6 6 7 3 3 8 3 1 69

Caution - Youth (Inc Conditional Caution) 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3

Charge or Summons 24 14 10 9 10 11 12 12 9 6 10 5 132

Communtiy Resolution 18 12 15 10 13 17 10 4 8 6 0 0 113

Diversionary, educational or intervention activity, resulting from the crime report,

 has been undertaken and it is not in the public interest to take any further action
2 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 7

Evidential Difficulties - Victim Based - Named suspect not identified 2 1 0 0 3 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 8

Further action will be taken by another body 1 1 4 2 1 0 0 0 1 2 0 12

Investigation Complete: No suspect identified 2 0 0 5 3 2 0 0 0 1 1 0 14

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(no victim support) 28 52 45 46 57 49 54 57 33 27 34 21 503

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(victim support) 58 67 49 38 52 31 53 43 40 34 29 16 510

SUSPECT (NO ACTION) EVIDENTIAL DIFF. 171 206 330 357 398 376 334 395 341 325 322 320 3,875

- 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 7

Caution – Adult (Inc Conditional Caution) 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Communtiy Resolution 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Evidential Difficulties - Victim Based - Named suspect not identified 14 4 3 3 1 2 1 1 2 4 7 1 43

Further action will be taken by another body 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 4

Investigation Complete: No suspect identified 2 2 7 5 2 3 4 3 4 3 2 1 38

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(no victim support) 109 139 237 284 317 314 268 293 267 245 237 248 2,958

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(victim support) 44 59 82 65 77 56 61 98 68 73 74 63 820

Prosecution prevented – Named suspect identified but is too ill (physical or mental health) to prosecute 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

SUSPECT (NO ACTION) TIME LIMIT EXPIRED 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(victim support) 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Prosecution time limit expired: Suspect identified but prosecution time limit has expired 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

SUSPECT (NOT INTERVIEWED) 48 48 25 24 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 147

- 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Evidential Difficulties - Victim Based - Named suspect not identified 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Further action will be taken by another body 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Investigation Complete: No suspect identified 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(no victim support) 34 38 17 21 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 111

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(victim support) 12 9 7 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 32

SUSPECT (PROSECUTION PREVENTED) 3 1 8 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 14

Evidential Difficulties - Victim Based - Named suspect not identified 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(no victim support) 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Named Suspect identified: evidential difficulties prevent further action(victim support) 1 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5

Prosecution prevented – Named suspect identified but is below the age of criminal responsibility 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Prosecution prevented – Named suspect identified but is too ill (physical or mental health) to prosecute 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3

Grand Total 1326 1459 1365 1184 1346 1220 1148 1159 1188 1093 1067 1044 14599
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